
The ethics of data collection 
for AI





Why data collection matters in AI
❖ Data is the foundation of AI systems, shaping their abilities and limitations.

❖ Collected data affects the accuracy, bias, and fairness of AI

❖ Ethical data collection is essential for building trustworthy and responsible AI 
systems.



Privacy and consent
❖ Privacy: AI systems often require large datasets, raising concerns about user privacy.

❖ Informed Consent: Users must be aware of how their data is collected, stored, and used.

❖ Transparency: Organizations need to clarify data practices, including third-party sharing, retention, and anonymization 



Bias and Fairness
Bias in Data: AI learns from historical data, which can reflect societal biases.

Impact on AI Decisions: Biased data can lead to discriminatory outcomes (e.g., in hiring, law enforcement).

Mitigating Bias: Regular auditing, diverse data sources, and inclusive data practices can help reduce bias.



Data security and protection

Security Risks: Data breaches can expose sensitive personal information

Responsibility: Organizations are ethically bound to protect collected data from unauthorized access.

Compliance: Adhering to standards (e.g., GDPR) helps ensure secure, compliant data handling practices.





Equity and Access

Data Representation: Ensuring diverse, equitable data collection supports fairer AI systems.

Digital Divide: Recognize disparities in data access and avoid creating AI that disadvantages certain groups.

Inclusive Data Practices: Strive for balanced datasets to support equitable AI outcomes.



The Nuremberg Code (1947) 



The Belmon report (1979)






