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Science (Aristotle)
Science is a body of true beliefs, and knowledge, in order to be actual knowledge, must be part of some science

True beliefs: statements that can be demonstrated to be necessary and universal truths based on observation and reasoning



Science
• For a long time, people thought 

that it would be enough to reason 
about the existing knowledge to 
explore everything there is to 
know.


• One single person could possess all 
knowledge in her cultural context.


	 (encyclopedia of Diderot and 
D’Alembert)


• Reasoning, and mostly passive 
observation were the main 
techniques in scientific research




Science (Aristotle)
Science is a body of true beliefs, and knowledge, in order to be actual knowledge, must be part of some science

Human knowledge is divided into three kinds of science:

❖ Productive
❖ Making something (farming, writing poetry,…)

❖ Theoretical
❖ Concerned with truth (mathematics, natural science, theology)

❖ Practical
❖ How we are to behave among ourselves (political sciences, ethics)

True beliefs: statements that can be demonstrated to be necessary and universal truths based on observation and reasoning



Ethics is the science of Eudaimonia
“Arete”: virtue, excellence

❖ Human virtue == Human excellence

“Eudaimonia”: happiness, human flourishing



The Goal of Human Conduct
❖ All distinctively human actions (rational, conscious, and voluntary) aim at some goods

❖ Some goods are ends, and others are means to an end

❖ The highest good is that which we desire for its own sake, and never for the sake of another

Highest good == Eudaimonia



Soul: distinctly human

“The function of man is an activity of soul which follows or implies a rational principle”

 

“Reason plays two different roles in our lives, one practical and the other theoretical. 
Practical reason guides our appetites and emotions with correct principles of action, 
while theoretical reason works on its own, seeking truth. “

“Human virtue is to attain excellence in both the practical and the theoretical areas of reason’s influence.” 



The successful life is the virtuous life

Wisdom,
Prudence





How do we reach virtue?

Intellectual virtue in the main owes both its birth and its growth to teaching (for 
which reason it requires experience and time), while moral virtue comes about as a 
result of habit, whence also its name (ethike) is one that is formed by a slight 
variation from the word ethos (habit). From this it is also plain that none of the moral 
virtues arises in us by nature; for nothing that exists by nature can form a habit 
contrary to its nature. 



Aristotle notes that a person of virtue must also perform the action in the right way: she must know that it 
is the virtuous thing to do (it can’t be only coincidentally virtuous), she must choose the action for its own 
sake (and not as a means to some other end, such as glory, honor, pleasure, or wealth), and she must choose 
and act “from a firm and unchangeable character” (i.e., her virtuous actions must become habitual) 

How do we reach virtue?



The moral virtue is a mean





The moral virtue is a mean




