xi

Acknowledgements

This thesis is dedicated to my advisor, Professor Ron Olsson. I have benefited from his ideas and encouragement, and I especially appreciate his patience in allowing me sufficient time to do a reasonably thorough job. Given the available resources, probably not even Arno Penzias could have provided a more supportive research environment.

I am also grateful to the other members of my committee, Professors Gene Fisher and Peter Linz, as well as to many of the other faculty in the Division of Computer Science for making my educational experience here so personally rewarding.

I am indebted to Mark Scott Johnson for raising an interesting question (and also for not settling it!) way back in 1978.

- xii -